
 

 

 
 
 
New festivals and events along the Blackfriars Mile 
 
 

 
Open Call for Project Proposals 
 
Southwark Council is working with partners and the local community to deliver the 
Blackfriars Mile, a mile of high quality public realm connecting the river to the Elephant 
and Castle. In tandem with a new infrastructure project to improve the public realm, we 
are looking to create a new series of events that celebrate and promote the area.  

Blackfriars Road is being improved, with plans underway to invest in a landmark public 
realm scheme along the historic corridor in 2015, alongside a number of developments 
which will create in excess of 10,000 jobs, 1500 new homes and 1000 hotel rooms. The 
amount of new people planned to live and work in Blackfriars Road will transform the life 
of the street with new footfall and ground floor activities spilling out from formerly dis-
used buildings. The council is keen to demonstrate the potential of street activities, and 
build on the success of recent pop-up events and festivals in Bankside to celebrate the 
history and character of the area.  

The council has secured a modest level of funding to run a number of annual events. 
The intention is that the funding for each event or festival will reduce over a two year 
period by which time the events will have gathered sufficient momentum to be financially 
self supporting. Southwark Council will fund successful projects for two years on a 
tapered funding stream. 

Southwark Council and the partnership group are interested to hear from 
artists/producers of all disciplines including, visual arts, open studio events, carnival, 
crafts, design, architecture, film, food events, sports events, vintage markets, 
performance etc. The festivals and events can happen anytime during 2014/15 with the 
aspiration to occur annually thereafter.  
 
You may be a local resident or business and may not have experience of organising an 
event or festival, but have a great idea – if so we would love to hear from you. 
 
 
 



 
What are we looking for? 

 
We are keen to hear about projects from artists, producers, event organisers and the 
local community with ideas for events that encompass the theme of “street life” 
celebrating and promoting the character of this historic spine in the heart of central 
London.  
 
We have a fantastic residential community living in the area and many of our 
consultation exercises and walkabouts have flagged up their pride and passion about 
the area and its character.  
 
We are promoting the concept of the “Blackfriars Mile,” a mile of high quality, animated 
public realm, which will connect the riverside to the heart of the Elephant and Castle. 
Currently few people walk along Blackfriars Road to St George’s Road and we want to 
demonstrate how close Blackfriars and the Elephant and Castle are to the river and the 
centre of London, and to change people’s perceptions about the proximity between the 
areas. More people moving into the area over time will generate more footfall, and we 
want to demonstrate the vibrancy that this inner city location can aspire to. 
 
We are also interested in exploring the creativity of Blackfriars Road and some of the 
successful businesses we have working in the area. We are keen to find ways of 
involving workers and businesses in the events, and showcasing some of the creative 
talent we have in the area. 
 
At this stage we are looking for proposals that demonstrate: 
 

• inspiring, innovative and creative ideas 

• community involvement and engagement 

• a commitment to accessibility & sustainability 

• quality and excellence 

• Ideas that can build on and become part of the local events calendar for years to 
come 

 
The work created must culminate in a public event to be held in Blackfriars Road (see 
website www.southwark.gov.uk/blackfriarsroad for more information on the area and 
project). The event or festival can be either indoor or outdoors or using a combination of 
local sites and venues and the event needs to take place in 2014 and be further 
developed and staged again in 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
What is the geographic area? 

 
It is exactly one mile from Blackfriars Bridge to the Elephant and Castle. This 
programme is aimed at any events taking place along the Blackfriars Road – London 
Road spine, and any of the side roads, city blocks or housing estates that stem from 
these two roads. We would be happy to discuss any suggestions at the margins of this 
suggested area. 
 

 
 
 
 



What sort of events? 

 
We are keen to build on the success of recent events and festivals held in and around 
the area and across Southwark. Please find a list of suggestions below to get your ideas 
flowing! 
 
Theme Event Past examples 

 

Sports Sports Pop-Up Olympics: http://www.london-
se1.co.uk/news/view/6148 

Sports Running or cycling 
race 

Charlie Chaplin 3km fun run 
http://www.se17.biz/charlie_chaplin_16.html  

Arts / culture Arts installations Merge Festival – “upside down house” 
http://mergefestival.co.uk/merge-
2013/2013/9/19/bankside-transformed  

Arts / culture Theatre Merge Festival – theatre in a caravan 
http://mergefestival.co.uk/merge-
2013/2013/10/9/stillpoint-theatre  

Arts / culture Sculpture Community sculpture project 
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/info/200128/berm
ondsey_and_rotherhithe/2874/community_scul
pture_project/1  

Arts / culture Art open house Nunhead Art trail 
http://www.nunheadarttrail.co.uk/  

Arts / culture Art exhibition Al fresco art fair 
http://www.urbanart.co.uk/index.php  

History Celebration of local 
history 

Opening of Dog and Pot statue with Dicken’s 
ancestors 
http://www.london-se1.co.uk/news/view/6604  

Green / Environment Temporary 
landscaping 

Union Street pop-up projects: 
http://www.betterbankside.co.uk/buf/the-lake-
union-street 

Lighting Temporary lighting 
events 

Guerilla lighting 
http://guerrillalighting.net/about/  

Food and drink Food festival Feast at London Bridge 
http://www.wefeast.co.uk/where/  

Food and drink Food stalls Lower Marsh food festival 
http://www.waterlooquarter.org/foodfestival  

Pop up shops Retail Nunhead corner – programme of 6 week pop 
up shops, for example 
http://www.lovenunhead.co.uk/events/charlie-
foxtrot-vintage-pop-up/  

Hoardings Artist interventions Merge festival – “Before I die” 
http://mergefestival.co.uk/merge-
2013/2013/9/19/bankside-transformed  

Hoardings Green walls “Skirt of the black mouth” event space 
http://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-
modern/eventseries/summer-programme-
2013-skirt-black-mouth  

Film Film making 
workshop 

Nunhead film workshops 
http://www.lovenunhead.co.uk/events/filmmaki
ng-workshop/  

Film Film festival Nunhead film festival 
http://www.lovenunhead.co.uk/events/film-
festival-2013/  



Budget 

 
Proposals are invited for projects with a budget of up to £15K. 
 
£15K is the full budget for the first year, but we are undecided as to whether there will be 
several smaller projects, some medium-sized ones or one larger project. 
 
You are welcome to submit proposals for versions of the same project on different 
scales and therefore with different budgets. 
 
The budget of £15K is for the whole project, including base level infrastructure and 
production costs.  
 
The projects need to be relatively self sufficient, Southwark Council will offer support 
and advice but the running of the events will be the responsibility of the event producer. 
 
Advice is also outlined on www.southwark.gov.uk/info/200417/planning_an_event  
 
The proposal budget should therefore include: 
 

• Creative content 

• Materials and expenses 

• Community and outreach costs  

• Infrastructure required provided to support the creative content 

• Security and associated infrastructure 

• Production management 

• Health and safety co-ordination 

• Infrastructure e.g. power, radios, staging, first aid provision etc 

• Permissions and licenses 

• An indication of how in the second year the event producer will find additional 
funding to cover the decreased funding from the council 

 
 
Process 

 
All proposals will be reviewed by Southwark Council and the partnership group.  This 
panel will select proposals to develop further and may wish to meet the organisers(s) to 
discuss their proposals.   
 
Following these meetings, the panel will make a recommendation to the Council as to 
which proposals to take forward. 
 
 
Selection criteria 

 
The selection criteria will reflect the aim of the project. Proposals should: 

• Be inspiring, innovative and creative 

• Have community engagement at its heart 

• Be committed to accessibility and inclusivity 

• Be of high quality and demonstrate excellence 



• Attract a wide span of audience 

• Be relevant to Blackfriars  
 

We will also consider: 

• Cost  

• Feasibility 

• Sustainability 

• Impact on local environment and public realm 
 
 
Your proposal 

 
Please submit your proposal using the following headings 
 

1. Creative proposal 
2. Community & business involvement 
3. Sustainability  
4. Accessibility  
5. Achieving excellence and quality 
6. Images and links 
7. Infrastructure and production requirements 
8. Budget 
 

Please try to make the proposal no more than four sides of A4.   
 
Also please include a current CV (this should include evidence of relevant experience, 
knowledge, skills and abilities). 

 
Please note - In your CV please include a description of any current and/or previous 
work and connections in SE1 or/and the borough of Southwark that may add value to 
your proposal. 
 
Please note all facilitators working with children/young people and/or vulnerable adults 
will be required to have had a recent CRB check or be willing to undertake one. 
 
 
Timeframe 

 
Deadline for expressions of interest: 5pm Friday 6 December 2013 
 
 
Contacts  

 
For further information please call Dan Taylor on 02075255450 or email 
dan.taylor@southwark.gov.uk 
 
Please send your proposal electronically to dan.taylor@southwark.gov.uk 
Dan Taylor, 5th Floor / 3, Planning Projects, Southwark Council, PO Box 64529, 
London, SE1P 5LX 
 


